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Friends of Sandall Park





Edition No 1





Walk for Health 


And Charity





Health walks have been taking place in the park. There are now two charity health walks planned in the coming winter months. Time to get the winter gear out and get out in the nice crisp, cold fresh air.


Children in Need – There will be a Pudsey Walk on Sunday 18th November 2007. Look on the web site for details when they appear. Also ….


Walk for Ben. The Free Press are running a campaign for a car for Ben Parkinson who has suffered horrible injuries in Afghanistan. You can help the campaign by joining our Walk for Health for Ben on Sunday 16th December. For further details look on the web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sandallpark.org.uk" ��www.sandallpark.org.uk� or email us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:fosp@bigfoot.com" ��fosp@bigfoot.com�. 





FOSP


Meetings are at 7pm on the third Wednesdays of every month at the Sandalwood Community Centre, Thorne Road opposite the park.


The Friends of Sandall Park have made an impact on the park and it’s all down to this small group of dedicated volunteers, with help from the Corner Pin Angling Club, Wheatley Safer Neighbourhood Team and Community First. A special thanks to the SNT who have gone the extra mile for us.








Over the last year we have made some lasting improvements to the park, and undertaken some events which have contributed to have a positive impact on the park:


A fund raising quiz night was held.


Angling competition organised by the Corner Pin Angling Club for youngsters.


A tremendous Music in the Park concert raised £1100 (it was a struggle to raise the £2000 to put on the show but what a fantastic evening!).


Fishing pegs for disabled access created through Corner Pin Angling Club.


Vandalised benches and seats repaired on a weekly and sometimes daily basis (enquiries are continuing to trace offenders – some have already been dealt with).


A Fitness trail has been installed and is proving popular.


A picnic area is being developed – more benches will be erected soon. Veolia Environmental Trust will be purchasing two and a third will be a memorial bench.


A nature trail is being developed – again funded by Veolia Environmental Trust.


A successful campaign to have the toilets re-opened: The agreement now is that the toilets will be opened all the time during the summer from April 1st, but during the winter months from 1st October they will only be open at weekends and Bank Holidays.

















Monday 22nd October is the Volunteer Week for Friends of Sandall Park, Wheatley SNT and Community First, culminating in National Make a Difference Day on Saturday 27th. 


Work is under way to tidy up some of the gardens, put in new plants, paint fences, erect 40 more bird boxes and repair damage caused by vandalism. Of course there’s always some litter to pick up too.





Do you have any plants or cuttings you can spare?





We are particularly looking for ornamental grasses and herbs.





Last year’s Volunteer Week saw	£5000 spent - 6 new benches installed; £500 of plants planted; 28 bird boxes and an owl box erected; bog garden created; water plants installed in pond; fish put in pond; and park tidied – but the week was marred by vandalism and theft which is continuing. Nearly all the plants were destroyed or stolen, and a lot of the bird boxes were smashed. Some youngsters have been interviewed by police. Let’s hope the same doesn’t happen this year.

















Deliberate Damage





There has over the last year been a sustained attack on all the new metal benches by vandals with either sharp instruments or marker pens. FOSP are determined to put a stop to this damage and are liaising closely with SNT and the Police to trace the offenders. Three youths have already been dealt with by the police. All the damage has been photographed for evidential purposes and all have been entered on our Hall of Shame page on the web site. Graffiti has also been a problem in the toilets – again, enquiries are being made.








YOUR PARK NEEDS YOU!





Please dispose of this newsletter considerately, preferably, pass it on for someone else to read, or take it home for your recycling bin after everyone has read it.








Friends Needed





Do you feel you have something to offer the Friends of Sandall Park, and the park itself? 


You could simply attend the monthly meetings and offer your support and ideas, or give some of your time to help in the park. 


Contact us: 


Clay Lane Community Information Shop Tel: 341002; 


Email us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:fosp@bigfoot.com" ��fosp@bigfoot.com� or  


Take a look at the web site – sandallpark.org.uk. 

















Volunteer Week




















VISIT





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ysh.co.uk" ��www.ysh.co.uk�





To learn about the volunteers who run a hospital specifically for swans.





You may have noticed one of the black swans has now been tagged. It was taken away to the hospital for treatment to an injury and has now been tagged.
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AT A GLANCE
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