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CREATING A CRIME FREE SANDALL PARK 

Golf was last played in the mid 1990’s and the course 

was surrounded by huge conifers making the whole 

area a hidden haven for some but a no-go area for 

other law abiding park visitors. 

 

This is how the Friends of Sandall Park solved the 

problem. 



SANDAL PARK - OLD GOLF COURSE AREA 

The old golf course 

makes up almost a third 

of the area of the park. 

An area that was 

unusable for most park 

visitors due to crime 

and the fear of crime. 



Nothing was safe due to a 

whole range of anti social 

behaviour – when they 

got fed up of this area 

they wrecked the rest of 

the park. 



The problem was that the 

area was totally surrounded 

by high hedges and trees. 



Fire in the area was the weapon 

of choice by offenders. Whatever 

was put in place had to be fire 

proof! 



Off road motorcycles and stolen 

motorcycles ruled the area. 



This was a regular sight on the old golf course 



New benches lasted just 

hours before damage was 

caused. 



The problem was almost solved 

by the offenders when they set 

fire to a perimeter hedge! 



We had seats made for 

young people out of logs 

from fallen trees but they 

were all stolen. 



A copse of trees served as a 

drinks den – until they set fire 

to that as well. 



Bird boxes were systematically hunted down and 

destroyed – usually following drinks parties. 



Abandoned drinks 

debris regularly littered 

the whole area. 



Just an example  – it 

was easier to dump 

large amounts of 

rubbish than visit the 

local dumpit site. At 

times commercial 

amounts of litter was 

regularly dumped. 



The problem was a high hedge on one side………… 



………. and massive trees on two other sides. 



A view from outside the park was not possible. 



The Friends of Sandall Park drew up a 

plan that would open the area up and 

encourage law abiding park visitors to 

populate the area.  

 



The first stage was 

to take down 284 

45’ conifers. 

Everyone said this 

would not be possible 

but it happened and our 

thanks go to the council 

for making it happen! 



More entrances could then be made on to the area. 

Eight extra entrances were created many with paths for 

disabled and pushchair access. 



220 Metres of 6’ 

high hedgerow was 

taken down. 

Replaced with a 

‘see through’ fence 

to increase 

visibility. 



Six steel picnic 

benches were 

installed – three 

with paths for 

wheelchair access. 

Each table has its 

own litter bin. 

Encouraging families 

was the order of the 

day. 



Eight dog waste bins 

were installed and all 

the entrances to the 

area were covered. 



Outdoor adult fitness equipment was 

installed along with information board. 



Hundreds of bulbs were 

planted by local school 

children. 

….. And 20 bird boxes 

were installed. 



All branches less than 6’ were removed – 

leaving no place to hide. 



We have also installed a 

rounders pitch on the 

site and offer the use of 

free rounders equipment 

to families or groups that 

wish to use it. 



We will not labour the point. The results of this project 

have been outstanding.  Completed in 2009 there have 

been: 

•No fires 

•No motorcycles 

•No litter dumping 

•No damage whatsoever to any facilities installed 

•The area is well used 

•All 20 bird boxes are still in place 

•All crime has ceased throughout the entire park 

We would like to thank the sponsors of the project. 

For just £21,000 a huge unusable greenspace area 

is now in regular use and enjoyed by all. 
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