
Friends of Sandall Park

Minutes of Special General Meeting1 
Wednesday 16th April 2008

(Sandalwood Centre)

            
Apologies: Neil Marshall, M Woodland, D Ward, R & J Ketley, S Coddington

Present: S & D Crabtree, B Darrand, E & D Hughes, W & N Gethin, M Hood, J 
Hall, Russ Dove, B Boughen, Mairaid Smith, E Langstaff, M Wainwright, 
Ps J Hunter, C Speechley 

1. Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of previous meeting read and agreed.

2. Matters arising 
 Item 7: Action for Moira to set the wheels in motion with regards to the 

conifer  hedging:  No  update,  awaiting  contact  from  Phil 
Hulbert.

AOB: Neil Gethin arranging a Race Night: Neil is attending an event 
in April and will make enquiries then.

AOB: Ron  to  make  enquiries  about  hiring  out  our  generator:  No 
update.

Previous meeting: Ian  Parker  had  volunteered  to  provide  paint  to 
angling club to paint the notice board posts which are now 
rusty: nothing progressed at this time, Barrie will contact Ian.

3. Park Future  
 

(a) Crime in the Park
(i) Sgt.  Hunter  reported  that  since  our  complaint,  they  had  made 

several visits to the park and spoken to offenders warning them of 
their conduct. Contact has been made with a liaison officer who 
has posted notices on the relevant web sites, and regular night 
patrols  had been made.  This appears to have been successful 
and will continue at intervals. Outreach workers have also been 
involved.

(ii) No further thefts or damage have been recorded other than the 
destruction  of  100’s  of  daffodils  picked  and  strewn  around the 
steps near to the lake.

(b) Toilets  
It was mentioned at the previous two meetings that no more funding is 
being made available by the council, although it was noted that they would 
be open full time until the 1st May. Discussions took place with regards to 
this. Sandra said that she was not prepared to put all the work into funding 
new equipment in the park if  the council  weren’t  prepared to fund the 
toilets. It needs a strategy in place for the long term rather than revisiting 
the same problem each year. Eva has been in negotiations within council 
and agreed to continue. 

1 In accordance with the new Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special 
General Meetings.



ACTION: Eva and Moira to pursue this in the council when setting 
the budgets for the forthcoming year.

4 Events  
(a) Charity Walks   

(i) The Aurora Centre event is ongoing and arrangements are in  hand.
(ii) No further information from Geraldine about the charity walks.

(b) Music in the Park  
(iii) No DMBC funds are forthcoming. Instead of applying to CEN for the 

outdoor fitness equipment, Sandra has submitted the grant application 
instead for  Music  in  the Park.  The panel  date  for  this  is  28th April. 
Should it be successful the concert would have to be put back until 
August (9th has been suggested to coincide with the Lions Fun Day for 
disabled children).

(iv) The Doncaster Advertiser gave excellent coverage of our dilemma in 
the form of a full front page article. A note of thanks was sent to them.

(v) Since the article, a local businessman has pledged £250 of his own 
money, and a further pledge of £150 from his colleagues.

(vi) Neil G said TSB would donate £500 if match funding were provided.

(c) BBC Springwatch
As a result  of  the ‘April  Fool’ that  Don had sent  to  the press about  a 
‘crockoduck’ in  the park,  we had received an invitation to enter  into a 
competition to be featured on the BBC Springwatch initiative.  (A press 
release intimated that a rare breed of duck with a crocodile’s head had 
been spotted in the park). An entry has been sent in which if successful, 
would see a TV and radio crew filming a makeover of the bog pond with 
reeds installed and a wildlife area created; the privet hedging taken down 
and more plants installed. An elimination interview is to take place next 
Wednesday.

ACTION: Sandra & Don to attend ‘interview’

(d) Litterpick
A date has been set for 26th April; 11am meet in the main car park.

ACTION: Sandra to collect litterpick tools from SNT
 

5. Angling Club
(i) Barrie said that there was a problem with a cormorant that had 

been eating about 5lb of fish a day. He will liaise with DMBC as to 
how this can be dealt with.

(ii) A dead  pike  had  been  found  at  the  edge  of  the  lake,  cause 
unknown.

(iii) Enquiries  are continuing to  acquire water  fountains  in the main 
lake. The most recent quote was £350 for a fountain with a 20’ 
spray,  33’ high,  or  £600  for  two,  dependant  on  the  amount  of 
cabling required. It was discussed about the supply of electric but it 
had been agreed with DMBC that this can be integrated into the 
fee that the club pay for the licence to fish.

6. Funding



(a) £23.94 received from Weather lottery.
(b) Neil G said that we had £2286 in the funds, and previously there had been 

mention of providing two more picnic benches. Did the group feel that we 
should progress this? It was agreed that we should, and the benches 
would go at the top of the dell near Thorne Road.

ACTION: Sandra to arrange purchase of two benches

(c) Neil G also suggested there would be sufficient to offer half the cost of the 
fountains to the angling club. All agreed.

7. Projects
(a) 1. Web site/Communications Strategy

Don outlined the current position with the web site, stating that it had been 
totally  stable  and working well.  He  said  since  the  new site  went  fully 
operational on 01/03/08 until this date:

(i)                There had been 782 unique visitors;
(ii) 28186 visits to the site;
(iii)              28027 pages had been viewed;
(iv)             There has been an average of 41 visits per day

Don qualified these figures by pointing out that 48% of these visits were 
‘genuine’  requests  for  information  from  the  site  –  being  2  minutes  or 
longer.  The  other  52%  were  likely  to  be  ‘undesired’  hits  or  software 
seeking email addresses and not legitimate enquiries.

The most visited part of the site was:
(i) The news page (blog)
(ii) The picture gallery;
(iii) The Hall of Shame;
(iv) Quiz page.

The site was visited from other external sites in the following order:
(i) DMBC Website;
(ii) South Yorkshire Police Intranet;
(iii) Kingfisher School web site;
(iv) Green Space forum.

The News page (Blog) had 32 posts and 52 comments – although not all 
comments had been agreed by the moderator on the grounds that the 
comments were incompatible with the aims of FOSP.

2. Communications Strategy
Don then went on to outline a developing communications strategy which 
revolved around the integration of the information on the web site and the 
information published in the park notice board. He demonstrated that the 
information  in  each  fed  the  other  and  vice  versa  –  resulting  in  an 
increased number of comments and feedback from visitors to the park.

He also pointed out that the recent full front page article in the Doncaster 
Advertiser  had  been  obtained  from  the  news  items  on  the  web  site. 
Illustrating the importance of the web site in keeping the public and media 
informed of the activities within the park.



3. Cygnets Names
Don informed the meeting of the fact that there was now one remaining 
cygnet of the three from the pair of black swans on the lake and that the 
web site contained a swan blog – recording the growth of the cygnets. He 
had  introduced  an  informal  competition  to  choose  a  name  for  the 
remaining cygnet. It was decided that the chosen name would be ‘Lucky’ 
as suggested by a young contributor to the site from Wheatley Hills.

(b) Adventure Playground
The WREN funding that is available seems an ideal grant to apply for, but 
is in-depth and needs liaison with the council. To be progressed at a later 
time, all agreed.

(c) B & Q Funding  
The application was sent in but no response yet as to whether we have 
been successful.

(d) Outdoor Fitness Suite  
In view of the fact that the CEN small grant scheme has been applied for 
to fund the Music in the Park, it was decided to apply again to Awards for 
All  for funding for  this.  Since then another funding option has become 
available  and  so  this  is  currently  in  abeyance.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
equipment can be purchased in time for the summer months.

ACTION: Don to progress Outdoor Fitness Suite

(e) ABC Awards  
Don has submitted the application for a new notice board but a decision 
won’t be known until May.

8. Correspondence
Sandra outlined correspondence that  had taken place between herself 
and  the  local  councillor  Stephen Coddington.  The  communication  had 
originated when members of the public reported to FOSP members that 
they had heard there was a Park Warden presence in the park. An item 
had been put on the web site asking where this information had come 
from because clearly it was not true.

Several  members  of  the  public  had  come  forward  to  report  that  this 
information had come from an election leaflet from the Liberal councillor 
Stephen Coddington.

Sandra had e-mailed Mr Coddington asking for  clarification but  got  no 
reply. She then asked for clarification via the Liberal web site. A reply was 
subsequently forthcoming from Cllr Coddington but the reply did in fact 
contain  information  that  was  believed  to  be  incorrect.  The  key  points 
were:

“Sandall  Park  now  has  two  permanent  hard  working  grounds 
maintenance technicians operating within the park”.

This was disputed – there is currently one and he works only two days 
a week.

“In addition, the park benefits from a Park Ranger”
This was disputed – the Park Ranger is never seen in the park – and 
one member of the group pointed out that Sandall Park does not come 
within his remit in any case”



“……..and  is  regularly  patrolled  by  two  Community  Safety 
.Wardens” 

One of the community safety wardens was present and stated he had  
not been patrolling the park for eighteen months due to other duties.
(It  was acknowledged that  another  warden has on occasions been 
patrolling the park during this time)

“The Park now has an authoritive presence on a daily basis, which 
has  significantly  contributed  to  the  ongoing  improvements, 
maintenance and security of the park”

This was totally  disputed and it  was pointed out  that  the only daily  
authoritive presence has been performed by a member of FOSP who 
has provided more evidence against offenders in the park than any 
official employee.

Carly said she would look at the above issues and Sandra said she would 
arrange a meeting with Cllr Coddington to explore the key points he has 
suggested.

ACTION: Sandra & Carly to progress the above issues

9. Any Other Business      
(a) Mairaid said she was a member of the Friends of Cusworth Park who had 

been impressed with successes of FOSP, and would we give a 
presentation to their group. It was agreed we should do this.

ACTION: Sandra & Don to liaise with Mairaid re a presentation.

(b) Eva produced a copy of the Hatfield Flyer which had our article in about 
the launch of the nature trail.

(c) Eva said that she and Moira had caught off road motorcycles in the park 
and these had been dealt with by Community First; Emma confirmed that 
a motorbike had been confiscated and two youths dealt with.

(d) Eva asked what was happening with the spring that was causing unsightly 
flooding along the path near the start of the fitness trails. Carly said she 
would look into it.

ACTION: Carly to look into what is happening with the flooded area

(d) Sandra and Don attended a CVS networking event which produced some 
good contacts. At the event they had received a request for a placement 
for a young man to gain gardening experience for an NVQ. His details 
had been passed to Carly who had contacted him direct.

(e)
10. Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 14th May 2008 – please note 1 week early due to Chair being on holiday the 
following week.


