
 

Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
Wednesday 15th May 2019 

Sandalwood Communal Hall 
 

Present:  D & S Crabtree, F Wooley, A Wright, C Stoddart, C Pugh, N Marshall, E Hughes 
 
Apologies:  S Stokes, B Greenan, R & J Ketley, C Burton, W Barclay, B Senior 
                    , 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
   Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 
 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes                      

a. Hook a Duck: Fantastic event, most attendance yet and raised £1025 for 
the group. Totally sponsored by Ready Steady Store. Thank you to all 
who attended and helped.  
Archie raised £28 from sale of toys and £23 in donations from the bird 
seed, well done to him and Sophie. 

b. The fitness equipment that was removed for safety reasons has been 
chased up but no reply at this time. 

c. A bench was reported as loose in it’s moorings and was removed by the 
grounds team. A request has been sent to find out when that will be 
returned. 
 

3(i) Crime   
a. Sandra had discovered a shoplifter sorting out his stolen goods on the 

golf course. He’d taken off with the bike but she’d retained his bike. She 
gave chase but he escaped. She then made enquiries with all the local 
stores and discovered that the theft had occurred at Poundland. All the 
stores said the male offender and his accomplice (Sandra showed them 
photos she’d taken) were prolific thieves and banned from all their stores 
– though it didn’t stop them. She provided her details to the manager to 
provide a statement to the police. 

b. Carin reported that there had been another two large fires set in the 
nursery. The fire service were contacted. 

c. The café was burgled again: entry via the rear. Details of the CCTV were 
provided to the police.  

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a.  Management Plan 
(i) Nursery area: 6 months since the first meeting offered this to the group 

and nothing has been progressed. Sandra has emailed back to Assets to 
say that if ‘discussions are still ongoing’ then we are no longer interested. 
She had done a lot of work in preparation for the project and it had all 
been for nothing. We have informed the public that we are working on a 
Dog Agility Park and we now need to progress that. 

(ii) Café Development: Clarification on what documents are being required 
before it goes to planning. 

 
1 In accordance with the Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special General Meetings. 



(iii)  Junior Rangers: Archie plans to have another JR day on Saturday 25th 
May. It could be painting the rainbow bench, rock painting or other activity 
depending on weather. Some volunteers needed please – Sandra and 
Don won’t be there. 

(iv) Meeting with Andy Rutherford and Gill Gillies: As a result of Sandra’s 
complaint about the trees being killed, they came out for a visit round the 
park and to discuss things. A few areas for development were discussed. 

(v) Brian, Bouncy Castle man had asked for some benches to support the 
BC, the ice cream van and the play area. Ben was consulted, wood 
purchased and installed with the help of Brian and his team. Brian has 
paid for everything. 

(vi) Wood was purchased to transform the stumps along the nature trail into 
seats. The rotten carved planks had been removed and the stumps had 
become redundant. 

                                                                             
b. Projects 
(i)  Changing Places: In abeyance. 
(ii) The Quiet Garden. The notice board was delivered and installed the 

same day. It is being populated by information provided by Kingthorne 
Practice who have really taken the project on board. 
The arch is still being waited on. 
Two additional benches have been installed and have had the Love 
Grows Here motto engraved on them. 

(iii) Dog Exercise Park: We are now looking to develop the original plan of 
having it on the golf course. A proposal to locate it along the Wheatley 
Hotel end of the park was accepted and plans will now take place for this. 
We would have to install paths to ensure it could be inclusive. 

(iv) Rainbow bench: may be tackled on the Junior Ranger Day on 25th.  
(v) Litter Competition: two winners have been identified and Archie was given 

2 goody bags to give them, plus two £20 Waterstones vouchers from 
DMBC. Neil said the Comms Dept would like to work with the children to 
have their posters professionally reproduced. Next Thursday it was 
arranged they should attend the Civic Office. 

(vi) Cycle Trail: Sandra suggested that now we have pristine paths, it would 
be great to have some miniature road markings so that children could 
learn the proper skills in a safe environment. Dean Wiffen has been 
emailed regarding this and a response is awaited. 

 
3(iii) Angling Club  

a. Col has sorted the fountain.  
b. The bailiff books need completing and then the public can access the 

lake again. 
c. The bark was delivered – Neil M was thanked. 
d. The Donuts have been taken out of the lake. Col has a design for a re-

usable one in case of another outbreak. 
e. Col will do plans for putting a fence around the islands (cost £300) in time 

for next year’s breeding season. The fence would stop the large geese 
landing but allow access to smaller ducks.  

f. 29 straw feed bags have been removed and cleaned to be returned to 
DMBC in preparation for any future outbreaks. 

g. Angling and Dogs on leads signs were requested (also CCTV signs). Neil 
M to sort. 



h. Posts are on order. Col would also need some scaffolding poles to make 
new signposts – FoSP will pay for those. 

i. It is hoped that the ropes around the boat will be finished next week. 
 

3(iv) Communications     
a. There have been, and continue to be, numerous attacks on the website. 

Don has traced the offending company to a business in China. They’ve 
been subject of numerous complaints but there’s nothing that can be 
done to prevent it. 

3(v)  Funding    
a. 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners were:  67 – S 

Crabtree; 36 – E Hughes; 40 – D Smith.  
b. Treasurer’s Report: Nothing to report, the Trustees receive regular 

updates. 
3(vi) Events  

a. Family Picnic – to be incorporated into Pirates and Princess event. Archie 
to decide which games he’d like to be included. Things like making paper 
aeroplanes were discussed. 

b. Mental Health Awareness Week: One event has already taken place in 
the Quiet Garden – Mindfulness Walk with Eshranie; and another event 
was planned this Friday – an exercise session with Isiasha. 

c. Jo Evans had asked if we could something similar for Carers Week so 
Eshranie is to do a Care For a Walk based on the same thing. The 
Communities Team would organise gazebos and put on some 
refreshments. 

          

4.       Any Other Business 
a. Sandra informed the group that she is no longer involved with RDA due 

to Don’s health and can devote more time to the park. 
b. The council were thanked for dropping off lots of plants that had been 

removed from roundabouts. These will be recycled into the park. 
c. The grass has been box cut short in the Quiet Garden on a regular basis 

and StreetScene were thanked for that. 
d. Sainsbury’s have joined forces with FoSP to do 150 hours volunteering in 

the park this year – and hopefully this will continue. They have agreed to 
taken on the project of designing and installing a mosaic in the boat, to 
reflect 80 years of Sandall Park. Several businesses have offered to 
collect the plastic bottle tops. 

e. Col asked Carin if the trellis was still required for the toilet block wall and 
she answered in the affirmative. 

f. Don asked if Neil knew the position with the local youth who had caused 
so much problems with quad bikes etc. He’d passed information on to the 
police but the only response he’d had was a message on his answer 
phone. Neil believed the offender in question had moved on. 

g. Don also asked Neil if he was aware of an individual who made insidious 
remarks on social media, particularly in relation to DMBC. Neil was 
aware. 

h. Don suggested buying two more wildlife cameras so that we could cover 
more than one area if problems develop. Agreed. 

  
 Meeting closed 8.27pm 

                    
5. Date of next meeting 7pm Wednesday 19th June (apologies Sandra & Don)   


