
 

Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
Wednesday 17th April 2019 

Sandalwood Communal Hall 
 

Present:  R & J Ketley, D & S Crabtree, B Senior, A Wright, C Stoddart, C Pugh, N 
Marshall, W Barclay 

 
Apologies:  S Stokes, E Hughes, K Rawson, B Greenan 
                    , 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
   Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 
 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes                      

(i) We’ve had a nice card and gifts from America from the fan club who we 
planted the tree for. They’ve also designed a lovely tree of hearts which 
we’ll use for the Quiet Garden. Ros Jones sent an email thanking us for 
our efforts. 
The stolen fence panels: Sandra has sent further requests enquiring 
about the replacements.  
 

3(i) Crime   
a. Numerous plants and shrubs have been stolen from the café garden and 

rockery. Carin disturbed a youth stealing a laurel shrub from the rockery. 
They have been reported as crimes. Numerous park users are now 
challenging such offenders and youngsters trashing the plants. 

b. Not technically a crime but Don said it was criminal that the council had 
chopped off the 15 lime trees that had been abandoned in the depot. 
Sandra had asked several times if they could be planted in the park. 
She’d asked again in February and March (a year after her first request) 
and the following week they were chopped down. The whole group was 
very angry about it. 

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a.  Management Plan 
(i) Nursery area: Still awaiting a decision from the council. Sandra had 

identified a funding stream of up to £5,000 from Suez, that would cater for 
the regeneration of the area. The details were passed through to the 
council for information. 

(ii)  Café Development: New application almost ready for submission.  
No retail is included in the plans, only restaurant/café/bar facilities.  
Don maintained that without the development the park won’t survive: no 
toilets = no events. 

(iii)  Junior Rangers:. The tree planting went well on 13/4: 4 donated trees 
were adopted and planted by the JR (with just a little help from parents 
and older sisters). Archie and Sophie did an excellent job in leading from 
the front and ensuring everyone was included. Six more Rangers were 
welcomed to the Group, three were from Conisborough! 

                                                                             
 

1 In accordance with the Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special General Meetings. 



b. Projects 
(i)  Changing Places: on hold until the café progresses. Carin said this would 

be a good subject for Archie to approach the Civic Mayor about. When 
they went to the Presentation evening it was all about Children and what 
we should be doing for them. 

(ii) The Quiet Garden. Sandra is still liaising with Russ at DMBC re the for a 
noticeboard, it is on order and they’re awaiting delivery; the council are to 
construct an arch for which we will pay for: Ben is still chasing that up. 
The wildflower garden has been dug over and is waiting for planting. 
The American fan club have donated 4 more trees to go alongside the 
one we planted. 

(iii) Dog Exercise Park: Deadline for funding came and went and Assets have 
still yet to make a decision.  
Archie and Sophie did an excellent video for the appeal – whenever that 
may be. 

(iv) Wildlife Habitats:  Bug Hotel continues to be developed. 
(v) Rainbow bench: may be tackled in the school holidays.  
(vi) The fan club in America were so impressed with the memorial tree that 

we planted for them, that four of the group have paid to have their own 
tree in the park! They are from Australia; America; Austria and Germany. 
They follow our Twitter feed and comment on all our tweets. 

(vii) Archie said there had only been 3 entries into his litter competition, so all 
would get a prize of some sort. 

 
3(iii) Angling Club  

a. The fountain needs servicing, Col is waiting on Scott to sort.  
b. Col is getting on with little jobs around the lake. 
c. More bark was requested – Neil M will make the request. 
d. New signs will be going up next week. 
e. Col talked at length about having the Canada Geese eggs oiled, and 

putting a fence around the islands (cost £300). The fence would stop the 
large geese landing but allow access to smaller ducks.  
Council to be liaised with to progress this, Neil M to facilitate with John 
Davies. 

f. The new bog garden is springing to life with new shoots coming up. 
g. New signs will be going up next week. 
h. Col said he’d new netting: Sandra suggested FoSP pay for it, all agreed. 
 

3(iv) Communications     
a. Thank you letter from Kingthorne Surgery for Sandra’s attendance at their 

100 year anniversary event. They are closely involved with the park now 
through the Quiet Garden and parkrun – they have their own staff take 
part and encourage patients to participate. 

 
3(v)  Funding    

a. 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners were:  150 – 
Grahame Rawson; 45 - Doreen Gethin; 94 – Scott Holland.  

b. Treasurer’s Report: Nothing to report, the Trustees receive regular 
updates. 

 
3(vi) Events  

a. Hook a Duck. Volunteers required. We’ve got plenty of eggs and sweets 
this year and Ready Steady Store are financing it all – over £300. So 



every penny raised on the day is profit to be ploughed back into the park. 
Look North are hoping to attend 

b. Family Picnic – to be incorporated into Pirates and Princess event. Archie 
to decide which games he’d like to be included. 

c. Santa Dash: Sandra explained that we would no longer be running it. Don 
isn’t up to it anymore. Neil had found an organisation - Curly’s Athletes – 
that will take it over, but it will move to the Northern Racing College. 

d. Music in the Park: Doncaster Concert Band are to put on a concert on 
June 23rd; 2pm – 5pm. They are organising it themselves, Sandra has 
told them that we wouldn’t be getting involved, events are too stressful for 
Don now. 

          

4.       Any Other Business 
a. Sandalwood Hall: B_Friend are to take over the running of it, as St Leger 

Homes are getting rid of community rooms. We will still be able to use it. 
b. We have been offered two dog poo bins by Edenthorpe Parish Council, 

offer declined as we have enough bins. 
c. We have permission to go ahead with the benches near the ice cream 

van, Brian of the Bouncy Castles will be paying for them and helping 
install them. 

d. After Sandra’s complaint about the chopping down of the trees, Gill 
Gillies and Andy Rutherford will be coming out to see her and for a walk 
round the park. 

  
 Meeting closed 8.13pm 

                    
5. Date of next meeting 7pm Wednesday 15th May  
 

        

                                 

                                                            
  


