
 

 

Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
Wednesday 18th September 2019 

Sandalwood Communal Hall 
 

Present:  D & S Crabtree, R  & J Ketley W Barclay, A Wright, C Stoddart, M SMith, B 
Senior, C Wroot (DMBC SCT) J Richardson (DMBC SCT) E Hughes, C Pugh, F 
Wooley 

 
Apologies:  S Stokes, N Marshall 
                  , 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
   Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. 
 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes                      

a.  Fitness equipment removed: is now back in place.  
b.  Pirates n Princess day went ahead and was well received. 
c. Another Ecotherapy fitness class with Isiasha was held on 30/7. 
d. Aaron is now volunteering with his support worker Keith, they are liaising 

with Wendy on a regular basis. 
e. Ishranie did another mindfulness walk for us for the Smile group, an 

organisation for people with special needs. Chris had also attended the 
walk and said it was excellent, the group gained a lot from it. 

f. Archie reported that the Rainbow Bench had been painted and they’d had 
quite a few children come up to see what it was while they were painting. 

3(i) Crime   
a. The football cabins have been sprayed with graffiti. The obscene words 

had been dealt with by Graffiti team but the rest still needs doing. Lisa has 
tried to get Community Payback to do it but they haven’t the resources. 
She will get the paint and Sandra, Wendy, Carin have volunteered to paint 
it over – hopefully before the UCI event. 

b. The rope knot on WAP1, which has repeatedly been attacked, has now 
been severed and was swinging loose. Sandra suggested that it be 
removed as a danger, and the playground team did that. 

c. Rubbish bins were set on fire by youngsters and extinguished by Brian 
(Castles) and Mick (ice cream man). 

d. The camera that was overlooking the Quiet Garden was ripped down and 
completely smashed – even the SD card was dismantled, after the CCTV 
sign had been ripped down. 

e. Archie was threatened by some boys older than him, his mum intercepted 
them and challenged them but was met with abuse. They had told him they 
had a knife. 

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a.  Management Plan/Park Development (Don) 
(i) Café Development: Planning application is live on the website and the 
group were invited to add their own comments. There has only been one 
adverse comment and that was from another architect, the comment 
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seemed to be targeting the architect’s design rather than the installation 
of the building. 
(ii) Junior Rangers:  
a. Archie showed the group a double page spread of his Civic Mayor 

award in the Doncaster Echo – he was congratulated on the 
achievement. 

b. He then explained that he’d done an app on his phone, and each of 
the Rangers had their own icon. When they’d done something good, 
they were awarded DoJo’s (reward points) and he intended having a 
prize for 3 boys and 3 girls with most DoJo’s after a set period. The 
group were understandably wowed by this revelation. Again Archie 
was congratulation on his achievement and innovation. 

c. The collection of bottle tops was to be continued he said, with a view 
to doing a mosaic of our own next year. 

(iii) The plantation of new trees that are now very substantial and 
swamping each other: Neil was going to check on this. Mairaid wondered 
if some could be donated to the Civic Trust who are always donating 
trees for community groups. 
It’s believed a new gymnasium is to open where Furniture Barn was (and 
why the trees were planted – to replace those they chopped down) and 
Don suggested the new company may wish to become involved with the 
park. 
ACTION: NEIL TO RAISE THE MATTER OF THE TREES WITH BEN  
(iv)The hopscotch needs repainting 
(v) Sandra reported that she’d had another ‘debate/discussion’ with 
DMBC about Don Sorby (planning) complaining about our banners on the 
fence. We only ever put banners up to advertise events in the park – for 
the benefit of the community and the council, but he continually complains 
to us about them. This time he spent 40 minutes on the phone to Don 
about them, even suggesting we put hoardings up or fly advertising 
barrage balloons. Sandra had emailed Ros Jones and other key 
personnel and the result has been we are allowed, including Fake 
Festival, to put banners on our fence for our events. 
 

 b. Projects: (Sandra) 
 (i)  Changing Places: In abeyance 
(ii)  Quiet Garden:  
a. More laurels are to be planted to take the border right up to the arch. 
b. More privet will be planted to plug the gaps in the existing hedge 
c. The Bee Bombs and other seeds will be scattered: the wildflowers 

have done exceptional this year but will need replenishing.  
d. The borders are to be extended inwards to the grassed area.  
(iii) Dog Exercise Park: No news from Assets or Streetscene 
(iv) No news from Sainsbury’s about the mosaic. 
(v) The TiCLsticks Trail is now up and running and being used by many   
families. The leaflet version was distributed to the group. 
(vi). Doncaster in Bloom: Wendy reported that the Unusual Container (we 
have two entries) is available for voting in the Civic Building. It was 
supposed to be available for online voting but this has not happened for 
some reason. 
 
 
 



3(iii) Angling Club  
a. Col reported that work is underway to prepare the islands for nest 

prevention next year. It will allow for smaller ducks to nest but not the 
geese. 

b. Children were accessing the nature reserve by climbing round the fence 
at the willow tree. The fencing will be extended over the water. 

 
3(iv) Communications     

a. Liaison with Eve Merton Dreams Trust: Sandra had been liaising with 
them with regards to a joint enterprise for volunteering but communication 
had dried up. 

b. The DGSN meeting is next Wednesday if anyone wanted to attend. 
c. Sandra said she’d attended the Visitor Economy Group meeting at 

Conisborough Castle and will be attending the one at the Hilton Hotel. A 
lot of interest was generated at the last meeting for our Supportive. 

d. Our membership for Welcome to Yorkshire membership is due for 
renewal soon. Sandra asked if the group were happy to continue with it 
and all agreed. 

3(v)  Funding    
a.100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners for August 
were:  25 – S Crabtree; 100 – D Crabtree; 1 – S Crabtree. The September 
Draw numbers were 15 – M Barclay; 91 – B Greathead; 17 – M Frost  
b.Treasurer’s Report: Nothing to report, the Trustees receive regular 
updates. 
c.Still waiting results of Virgin Money changeover from BTMydonate. This 
has been delayed by the previous treasurer refusing to hand over 
passwords to access the HMRC account. 
d.Archie said he was encouraging the Rangers to organise fundraisers for 
the group. 

3(vi) Events  
a. UCI World Championships: Supportive Event 27 Sept:  

(i) There are still things to be done: letters to Sandalwood residents to 
deliver; bunting of the international welcome signs (Wendy will do this); 
goody bags to fill. Mairaid, Wendy and Carin offered to help put bunting 
and flags up.  
(ii)Chris Wroot will chase up the help of a van to transport equipment the 
day before. 

b. Doncaster Santa Dash – arrangements are now fully in the hands of 
Curly’s Athletes. Barbara asked if the charities were to get the entry fees 
back and Sandra said that it was believed to be so, if they could get full 
sponsorship of the event.          

4.       Any Other Business 
a. Wendy reported that a tree had a branch hanging loose onto the path 

outside of the park at Marshall’s Garden. 
b. Jean apologised for Ron and herself not being able to help of late due to 

their ill health. 
c. Archie read out an article that had been written about him for the 

Superkids award when he’d been awarded two trophies. 
d. Sandra said there would be a November meeting this year as she 

wouldn’t be away, and only the normal Christmas meeting in December. 
                    
5. Date of next meeting 7pm Wednesday 16th October 
  


