
Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
ZOOM MEETING 

Wednesday 17th March 2021 
 

Present:  D & S Crabtree, E Hughes, C Stoddart, B 
Senior, F Woolley. V Stokoe, M Pickering, W 
Barclay, R Ketley; J Taylor; N Finn 
Chair welcomed Noelle Finn (IFoSP; New 
Jersery USA) and Jake Taylor to their first 
meeting. Noelle was thanked for all that she’s 
done for the group. 

 
Apologies:     N Marshall, K Rawson, S Stokes 
                  , 
1. Minutes of previous meeting 
   Approved 
 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes                      

a. Fencing along Thorne Road: has been 
repaired where it was damaged. 

b. A Frames for litter picking: Ben Russell has 
traced the A Frames (containing litter gear 
that can be left out while people are working 
in the park so the public can use them and 
replace them) they are at Hexthorpe. They 
can’t be taken into use yet due to sanitising 
issues, but they are there for when we can 
use them later in the year. 

 
1 In accordance with the Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special General Meetings. 



c.  CCTV and gates being locked; The gates 
are now being locked at night by Prosec UK 
but nothing has been heard about the 
CCTV (which Prosec UK are providing free 
of charge and will monitor). I’ve emailed the 
council again to see what’s happening. 

d. Zoom meeting Protocol (Kristen) no update 
yet as Kristen couldn’t make the meeting at 
short notice. 

 
3. Business Plan 
3(i) Crime   

a. Burglary of container: A great deal of time 
and effort had gone into sawing the steel 
door off the container, having cropped the 
bolt off the gate. Fortunately for us, and not 
unfortunately for them, there was nothing of 
value to steal. The council attended and 
repaired the damage – it wasn’t the only one 
done in the Borough.  

b. Graffiti on dog waste was unreadable and 
presumably someone’s tag: cleaned off by 
Carin and Victoria. The fitness sign at the 
outdoor gym had anti lockdown slogans 
written on, a lot of effort by Don went into 
getting that off with a rotary polisher. 

c. Attempt arson of Playbulder tower: 
disposable lighters and toilet rolls used to 
light a fire under the tower. Fortunately no 
damage was caused. Reported as a crime. 
Carin and Victoria both said they’d been 



finding small plastic bags, some with small 
tablets in. All advised to bag up any that are 
found and to be reported to the police and 
council.  

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a.  Management Plan/Park Development  
(i) Café Development: Architects have been 
surveying the ground this work. 
(ii) 106 money: Sandra has enquired as to 
what’s happening about it but nothing has 
been forthcoming as yet. She was 
concerned that the money might be directed 
elsewhere but Eva said that if it is outlined 
in the Planning documents then it can’t be 
diverted. 
(iii): Junior Rangers: Emma outlined some 
plans she’d like to progress for the Rangers 
including: 

1. A week-long litter pick rather than 
identifying a specific day, so families 
could turn up and do it when it’s 
convenient. 

2. Organise a poster competition with 
prizes and advertise it on the 
Rangers Board. 

3. Devise a nature trail. 
4. Write a letter to the local primary 

schools and try to engage them 
through that channel. 



5. Emma was asked if she would take 
over the populating of the Mental 
Health notice board in the Quiet 
Garden and she’d agreed. She will do 
it with Summer. 

Emma was thanked for all the thought 
and work she’d put into it. To be 
taken forward with Jenny Aimson of 
the Neighbourhood Team. 

(iv) Sandra was due to attend the DGSN 
meeting prior to this meeting but couldn’t 
access the Microsoft Teams meeting hosted 
by DMBC. 
(v) Sandra has completed a Better Friends 
Report devised by the National Federation 
of Parks & Greenspace but was 
disappointed with how we’d scored. As 
always there’s room for improvement but 
we fell short in our group membership in 
relation to age range and diversity. Our 
scores were: 

1. Overall Strength    77% 
2. Group Set Up    70% 
3. Meetings & Activities  

 91% 
4. Group Strength   73% 
5. Group Effectiveness & Ambition

 80% 
 

 b. Projects: (Sandra) 



 (i)  Paws Park: We already have some 
online surveys, and there’s been some 
completed in person in the park. Once 
people are officially allowed out on 29th 
March, we’ll get some more completed then 
put it to the council again. The idea was put 
forward to form a small group to look at the 
project and all agreed. 
(ii)  Photo Frames for People: Kristen was 
to look into this but at short notice couldn’t 
attend the meeting. 
(iii) Covid Memorial: There’s just the 
rainbow to be done which Col has in hand. 
Caitlin will be doing the Ribbon Cutting 1pm 
on Monday 29th March. Noelle asked if it 
could be live-streamed. Victoria said she 
could do that. 
(iv) Doggy Drinking Station: to be 
commenced once the Caring Hands is 
complete. 
(v) Sandallnook Arts Barn: Unfortunately, 
the response from Assets was that the 
whole area of the depot is included in the 
café development planning application and 
so can’t be used. 
(vi) Jean’s Memorial Tree has been planted 
we’re just waiting on the plaque going in.  

A Flowering Cherry has been planted in the 
Quiet Garden for her as well. A bench has 
been ordered for her, to go opposite the 
grass roundabout. 



 
3(iii) Angling Club  

Nothing to report at this time. 
 
3(iv) Communications     

a. Website: Don reported that there’s a 
problem with it. A warning sign has been 
added at the top of the page and we can’t 
gain access to amend anything or sort the 
problem. He is currently liaising with the 
web designer and Server provider. 

3(v) Funding    
a. 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and 

the winners were: 63 – Mairaid Smith; 75 – 
Matthew Pickering; 89 – Bernie Crabtree. 

b. Treasurer’s Report: nothing to report. 
 

.3(vi) Events  
a. Doncaster Litter Picking Championships: 

plans are coming along nicely. 
b. Fake Festivals, Princess & Pirates and 

several other events are already on the 
calendar, though the Lions Fun Day for the 
Disabled has been cancelled.  
 

     4.  Any Other Business 

a. Ron said he’d been in the park a couple of 
days ago and a Quad bike had gone 
through at speed, down into the Dell and 
out onto Thorne Road. He’d come back 
several minutes later also at great speed 



with no consideration to the pedestrians. It 
wasn’t known if the bollards were still in 
position next to the depot. Victoria said 
there was a problem with one in the estate, 
riding on the footpaths, churning up the 
verges and generally being a nuisance and 
danger. Council to be informed. 

b. Noelle thanked the group for everything 
they do for the park and the Quiet Garden, 
and for inviting her to the meeting. 

                

5. Date of next meeting 7pm Wednesday 21st April 
via Zoom 
 
 


