
 

   

Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
Wednesday 2nd December 2015 

 
Present:  R Ketley, S & D Crabtree, N Gethin, M Smith, B Senior, C & C Burton, E 

Hughes, W Barclay, S Holland, M Wainwright 
  
Apologies:  D Bewell, S Stokes, R Ishrat, M Downing, L Stanley-Gonsalves, W Gethin, J 

Ketley, N Marshall 
 
1. Minutes of previous meeting 
    Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.     

 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes  

(i) The defects in the path have had some remedial work completed but 
there is still some work needed. 

(ii) Sandra had contacted the NRT regarding complaints of quad bikes, 
they'd checked their records and there had been no complaints during 
the times reported. The group were reminded they needed to report 
incidents rather than just bringing them to the meeting. 

(iii) The bulb planting for the End Polio Campaign was a successful morning 
with all 5000 bulbs planted. An article had appeared in the Free Press 
about it. 

(iv) Eva has raised the question about having proper seats in the children's 
play area and is awaiting a response. 

(v) Mick had spoken to the football teams about litter and had made some 
clear their bottles away. 

 
3(i) Crime   

a. There has been an incident of dogs chasing the geese and ducks, with 
the full approval of their owners who refused to put them on leads. They 
were challenged and still refused. A photograph was taken of the female, 
and the vehicle the male got out of. A warning letter was sent to the 
registered keeper by the council. An article about the incident on 
facebook reaped unprecedented support. This can be used as evidence 
for the Public Space Protection Order (dog control order). 

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a. Maintenance Plan 
(i) Pongy corner was dredged but apparently only to within 12 feet of the 

edge, leaving a ridge of silt. Don said that it would always remain a 
problem and we would have to try and keep it litter free. 

(ii) Scott said he'd been asked by the football club to help in laying some 
slabs in front of the containers to get rid of the mud problem. 

(iii) Having submitted nominations to KBT for their award 
ceremony/conference in March 2016, Sandra had been contacted almost 
immediately by Nigel from KBT asking if we wanted a 'SuperBin' to trial in 
the park. It looks like a normal bin but has a small cupboard at the back 

                                                           
1 In accordance with the Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special General Meetings. 



which contains litter pickers, hoops and various other tools. It is now 
installed and is the first of its kind in the UK. Other groups have seen the 
photos on Twitter and the web site and are asking to have one 
themselves. 

(iv) Don and Sandra met with a team from Remedi who want to bring young 
offenders into the park to do reparation work. . 

 
b. Projects 
(i)  The cafe project has been signed off and can go to the solicitors for 

contracts to be worked out. With planning and consultation processes, it 
will probably take a year before anything progresses further. A press 
release is expected this week. 

(ii) FoSP have been approached by Live Lounge UK who wish to put on a 
music festival, with headliner bands, in the park on 6th August 2016. 
Plans are already afoot. 

 
3(iii) Angling Club  

 a. Scott said that they had designed new pegs, had all the gear ready and 
  were waiting for the go ahead from the council. Mick to chase up what's 
  happening about the decision. 
  ACTION: Mick to ascertain the position 
c. A complete fish survey has now been completed and Scott has a  
  photographic record of every fish in the lake, they have all been  
  catalogued, weighed and their state of health recorded so that they can 
  monitor their progress. 
d. The anglers will be doing a lake clear up when the weather picks up - a 
  lot of branches have been brought down by the winds. 
e. Don thanked Scott for all the work the angling club were doing in the 
  lake. 
 

3(iv) Communications     
 (i) The Red Tomato which normally provides Family Feast prizes for the 

Santa Dash has been sold. Parviz, the owner, has contacted the new 
owner and suggested he support us as normal, which he has agreed to 
do. Parviz has expressed an interest in joining the group if future plans 
permist. 

(ii) The Olive Bar and Grill has also been sold, and Martin Blagdon is 
approaching the new manager to see if he will continue the support to 
FoSP. 

(iii) Sandra has made 3 nominations for the KBT Awards in March 2016 
(which Don, Sandra, Wendy and Barbara will be attending) Love Your 
Park; Group of the Year and Individual Volunteer of the Year. 

 
3(v)  Funding      

a (i). 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners of the 
November draw were: 1st prize: N Gethin; 2nd prize: L Derx and 3rd prize: 
J Oxley. The winners of the December draw were: D Gethin; N Gethin; W 
Barclay. 

 
b. Treasurer’s Report 
(i) The treasurer’s report stated that the balance is still healthy.  
  



3(vi) Events  
a.  Santa Dash.  
(i) Volunteers will be required on the day for the setting up to be completed 
 by 10am, Don took a list. 
(ii) Mick said he'd have the car park blocked off from about 8am.  
(iii) Don thanked Barbara for all her Admin work in administering the Dash. 
 Most companies that did it took around £1.20 per entry fee, so it was a 
 huge saving for the charities. 
b. Christmas meeting:  Contributions were discussed, anyone available to 
 meet at 5pm to decorate the room. 

                                                     
4. Any Other Business 

 a. A man who lives near the park has said he's going to be filming in the 
  park to do a documentary about walks in the park. 
 b. Ron confirmed the date of Proms in the Park as 26/6/16 with Doncaster 
  Concert Band, the youth band from Herten and the junior jazz section. To 
  be held in the same location as last year near the cafe. 

  c. Carol asked if there had been any progress on getting the ivy topiaries 
   propped up. Mick said the grounds team would do it, but needed some 
   steel poles. Scott said he'd get some poles and drive them into the  
   ground. 
  d. Mick said that Mr Gittoes, who should have replaced him as the warden 
   for Sandall Park, is unlikely to return to work. 
  e. Don said that Fake Festivals had just announced their bands for 2016. It 
   would be a good year for music in the park with FF, Proms and a Music 
   Festival. 

 
Meeting concluded 8.15pm.  
 

5. Date of next meeting:  7pm Wednesday 16th December (Christmas meeting)          
                                  


