
Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
7pm Wednesday 20th April 2022 

Sandalwood Hall 
 

Present:  S Crabtree, D Crabtree, M Pickering, V Stokoe, F Woolley, C Stoddart, B 
Senior, M Smith, D McGinty 

 
Apologies:     K Rawson, E Hughes, R Ketley, N Marshall, C Pugh 
                  , 
1. Minutes of previous meeting 
   Approved 
 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes                      

a. Dr Bike attended the park and had a continuous queue of people 
requesting attention for their bikes – all free of charge.  

b. Cycleway Barnby Dun Road: Mark, Don and Sandra met with several 
representatives from DMBC to discuss the merging of the Inclusive 
Health Trail and the proposed Active Doncaster Cycle route into town 
along Barnby Dun Road. The short version is that it cannot happen 
because the cycleway would then become a highway governed by the 
Highways legislation, would require proper street lighting and would 
require road closure notices every time parkrun wanted to use it. It would 
have saved £thousands to merge the two projects but it’s another plan 
thwarted by bureaucracy. 

c. Easter Event: Another successful event and everyone was thanked for 
their input. £1000 was raised on the day and there was lots of feedback 
on the day from families who had had a wonderful time. Ron was thanked 
for his sterling work on the day, and analysing the postcodes of the Hook 
a Duck entries. 

d. GB Spring Clean: McDonald’s and KFC both attended the park for a litter 
pick 29th March, joined by FoSP volunteers. Good press coverage in the 
Free Press. 

e. Great Northern Food Festival: a plan by City Brand to host the event in 
the park. Negotiations ongoing as the charge by DMBC – to include 
setting up days – is considered by the organisers to be too expensive at 
£500 a day. It would be a great event for the park and the community, so 
we are working with both organisations to try and see a way forward. 

f. Meeting with Dan Swaine and David Stimpson went well. They were 
given a tour of the park. David assured us that the café project was 
progressing. 

 
3. Business Plan 
3(i) Crime   

a. Park security: Sandra had been approached by Nicholas who has his own 
security firm. He was wanting to patrol the park; install CCTV and offered 
to close and open the park gates at night. Sandra had advised him that the 
latter two were already in place with Prosec, but patrolling the park would 
be an advantage. She has put this to Lisa in Streetscene but there has 
been no reply to date. 

 
1 In accordance with the Charity Commission Constitution, all general meetings shall be called Special General Meetings. 



b. Safer Doncaster Partnership: The inclusion of parks and greenspaces in 
this strategy had been raised with Bill Hotchkiss, Head of Communities 
DMBC and he responded with a detailed reply which in short, said that it 
was covered by the general strategy. No further action on this required. 

c. Criminal behaviour): the park is being plagued by groups of teenagers on 
a regular basis. This has been highlighted to Stronger Communities team 
and action is being taken in partnership with the relevant organisations. 

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a.  Management Plan/Park Development  
(i) Café Development: Nothing to report. 
(ii) Junior Rangers: Story Corner: Sandra and Emma did the story corner 
with Emma doing a sterling job in reading the stories. A sack of toys were 
taken and the few youngsters that attended were allowed to choose one 
to keep. 
(iii) Changing Places: Planning Consent has been Approved. 
(iv) CCTV: still no camera. Sandra has been emailing Prosec with no joy 
at the moment. 
(v) Cycle byelaws: lengthy email from Andy Maddox, basically it has to go 
to cabinet for approval, but it may have to go to Government for approval 
after local cabinet approval. “If we can implement the standard bylaw to 
have this in place by November, however if through engagement we 
need to submit an amended bylaw to government office for approval I 
would expect this wouldn’t be resolved until early 2023. Nothing further 
for us to pursue. 
(vi) Tree damage: waiting for bench to be made from fallen tree. Some of 
the tree is still in situ, the path has had cursory repairs but not made good 
yet. 
(vii) Footpath edging: a section of path has been missed out, as pointed 
out by Carin. This information has been passed to Streetscene. 
(viii) Secretary’s role: been advertised but no interest shown to date. 
 

 b. Projects: (Sandra) 
 (i)  Jubilee Display: Sandra has fixed a date for the volunteers. 
(ii) Community Investment Funding: schedule to be published shortly. 
(iii) Mural: completed; launch was event today and very well attended, 
thanks to Victoria for all her hard work organising that and for donating 
the fabulous buffet. 
(iv) Seaside Peephole boards: used at Easter event and mural launch 
and have been well received. 
(v)  Inclusive Health Trail: Teams Meeting with Mark and council officials. 
Mark taking the lead. Several options discussed, with tasks assigned to 
individuals to complete for next Teams meeting. 
 

3(iii) Communications    
a. Nothing to report. 
 

3(iv) Funding    
a. 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners were: 89 – B 

Crabtree; 31 - D Crabtree; 20 – V Stokoe. Don and Victoria both donated 
their money back into the funds. 

b. Treasurer’s Report: Kristen on holiday but recent spending will have 
reduced our balance substantially: 



1. 3813 Mumblers sculpture trail for Jubilee Carnival 
2. 2700 Mural 
3. 1410 2 x peephole boards (art design and production) 
4.  400 Brian’s outgoings (after deducting income from stalls for 

Jubilee) 
5.  144 Banners for Jubilee 

£8467 
c. Paypal giving  - we are still outstanding some cheques from the Giving 

Fund. Kristen is following this up. 
d. Credit Card payments: We now have a credit card machine, thanks to 

Kristen for sorting that. 
 

3(v) Events  
a. Jubilee Carnival. Funding applied for was declined. Brian has all the 

arrangements in hand for an action packed weekend. 
b. DLPC – to go ahead alongside Brian’s event on 4th August as there are 

so many events going on, it would be too much to add another. 
 

     4.  Any Other Business 
a. Donation of sanitisers: a company had advertised through NCVO that 

they had sanitisers to donate to charity groups. Sandra contacted 
CEFCO, attended their premises and received a large amount of gels and 
wipes. Other members of the group then attended and collected the 
same, distributing them to numerous groups and charities around the 
Borough. They were thanked via social media. 

b. Donation of flower seeds: a local company Green Fingers contacted 
Rosie Winterton’s office saying they had a large amount of flower seeds 
to donate, did she know who would be interested. Rosie’s office 
contacted us – Brian and Victoria attended the premises and made 
several trips collecting van loads of boxes of seeds. Again, these were 
distributed by group members to numerous groups and charities around 
the Borough. 

c. Outdoor furniture for Sandalwood: St Leger Homes purchased some 
outdoor furniture to be used in the recently renovated garden outside the 
centre (thanks to Steve Cranmer for his work on this) and Carin is 
marking them with her wood burner to prevent them being ‘borrowed’. To 
be stored in Sandalwood for the Users to use in the garden. 

d. Victoria Stokoe has volunteered to become the group Secretary; and 
Mark Hudson has volunteered to become the group Vice Chair. The 
meeting agreed and voted them in as such, to be ratified at AGM. 

                
5. Date of next meeting 7pm Wednesday 18th May 2022 

 
 
 


