
 

   

Friends of Sandall Park 

Minutes of Special General Meeting1   ` 
Wednesday 21st October 2015 

 
Present:  R & J Ketley, S & D Crabtree, N Gethin, M Smith, B Senior, C & C Burton, E 

Hughes, W Barclay, S Holland, M Wainwright 
  
Apologies:  D Bewell, S Stokes, R Ishrat, M Downing, L Stanley-Gonsalves, W Gethin, J 

Kidd 
 
1. Minutes of previous meeting 
    Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.     

 
2. Matters arising from previous minutes  

(i) The defects in the path have gone through to having an Order raised for 
the work to be done. It was suggested that some remedial work had 
already been completed. 

(ii) Don said that the meeting with Jane Cox re the Friends of Grove 
Gardens resurgence had been a positive one. 

(iii) The meeting with Andy Rutherford had gone well and he seemed really 
pleased with the progress that had already been achieved in the park." 

(iv) The question was asked "Are the quad bikes still a problem" which 
received a resounding "yes". They were in the park 10.30pm on a regular 
basis. 

(v) Following the comments about the long term notice board being 
outdated, Don reported that it was updated the day after the last meeting. 

 
3(i) Crime   

a. The picnic benches and a seat bench on Barnby Dun road side had been 
badly scratched - wanton damage that had cost time and effort to repair - 
mainly noughts and crosses games. 

b. More stainless steel bolts have been stolen from the sensory boards. Not 
a great cost but very inconvenient and time consuming to buy and fit 
replacements. 

 
3(ii) Park Development    

a. Maintenance Plan 
(i) Pongy corner dredging should commence tomorrow. Eva thanked the 

Angling club for the hard work they'd put into clearing the lake of rubbish. 
Scott said that in addition to the motorbike and pedal cycles,  they'd 
dragged the lake with rakes and pulled out sackfuls of plastic bread 
wrappers. 

 
b. Projects 
(i)  The cafe seems to be progressing well though it's a slow process. 
(ii) Wendy reported that she and Carol had been to the Doncaster in Bloom 

presentation at The Mansion House and was pleased to announce that 
we'd received a Gold Certificate and won the category for Community 
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Project; awarded Gold for the Unusual Container (Afternoon Tea) and 
achieved Silver Gilt for the Sustainable Garden category. Jean had also 
received a Gold Certificate for her private garden. Carol and Wendy were 
thanked for their planting efforts. 

(iii) Bulb planting for the Rotary St Leger Club's campaign to end polio will be 
one Monday 10am. 

(iv) The Bird Feeders have been replaced - they've been attached to a dead 
tree opposite Marianne's bench. Enquiries are in hand to have the tree 
sculptured. 

(v) Don has been looking at alternative Memorial Benches to find more 
suitable options. 

 
3(iii) Angling Club  

 a. Scott said that they would sort the gabions. He would fill them back up 
  with boulders, concrete them in and wire the baskets back up. 
b. Floating lilly/plant pads are planned, to be floated out into the middle of 
  the lake to increase plant life, enhance the biodiversity and help the water 
  quality. The water should clear gradually 
c. A fish survey has been completed, stocks replenished with graded fish, 
  though disappointingly the expert who did all this work received abuse 
  from local anglers. 
d. The fishing pegs are to be replaced during winter period. CAD drawings 
  have been produced for the whole development of the lake. 
e. They had received a recognition from Eddy as thanks for achieving and 
  exceeding his £500 target by raising £5,400 for his granddaughter's 
  special wheelchair whilst fishing for a full week. 
f. Don read out an email response he'd sent to a person (known to the 
  angling club and who had recently been refused a night pass) who was 
  complaining about the club, but whose complaints were actually more 
  correct about the previous angling club. 
 

3(iv) Communications     
a. Networking. 
(i) The Doncaster GreenSpace Network on17th September discussed Public 

Space Protection Orders, which will be followed up at the next meeting in 
January. 

(ii) The National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces meeting is in 
Birmingham on 31 October and Don and Sandra will be attending. 

(iii) There is a regional meeting in Leeds on 5th December but they had 
declined to attend that, preferring to concentrate efforts on Sandall Park. 

(iv) Trip Advisor - Don outlined a comment from a female who had objected to 
being asked to keep her dog under control. 

(v) Real Junk Food Project had responded to a facebook article and had 
been to remove all the red apples and quince and had made preserves 
from them. Next year they will take the red apples before they drop from 
the trees thereby removing the problem of polluting the bog pond with  
apples.  

(vi) The cafe have offered to pay for the consumables if the toilets stay open 
during the winter. The offer has been declined as someone would need to 
open them and clean them on a daily basis - there is no-one to do this 
and the cafe staff can't do it. The toilets will subsequently close on 2nd 
November after the school holidays. 

 



3(v)  Funding      
a (i). 100 Club draw took place at the meeting and the winners of the draw 

were: 1st prize: A Barclary; 2nd prize: B Crabtree and 3rd prize: S Stokes. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report 
(i) The treasurer’s report stated that the balance is still healthy.  
(ii) The insurance has been renewed through TCV.  
(iii) Hatfield Woodhouse and Dawson and Burgess donations. 
 

3(vi) Events  
a(i).  Santa Dash: Is now fully funded due to recent donations from St Leger 
 Homes and Keepmoat Group - thanks to Barbara for her hard work in 
 negotiating these sponsorships.  
(ii) Volunteers will be required on the day for the setting up to be completed 
 by 10am 
(iii) Mick said he'd have the car park blocked off from an early time.  
b. Christmas meeting 
 Discussion ensued and decided upon having it at Sandalwood with 
 everyone contributing some food towards a communal buffet. People to 
 decide what they'd bring for the next meeting. 

                                                     
4. Any Other Business 

 a. Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme  - Sandra had received an email from 
  a youngster who has registered on the scheme and wanted to do his 
  volunteering in the park. She has looked into the formalities of it and has 
  applied to the Scheme to be registered as an Approved Activity Provider. 
 b. Don has been liaising with the angling club and the council about closing 
  the cafe gates at night time to deter the drug dealers that use the car 
  park for their business deals. The council had yet to respond regarding 
  this so the group all agreed the gates should be closed but opened in 
  time for the cafe staff arriving at 5am. They should not be locked, just 
  pulled to with a warning sign attached so that the gates could be seen in 
  the dark. 
 c. The 2016 Calendars have arrived and were distributed. 

  d. Carolyn asked if there could be proper  seats in play area on Barnby Dun 
   Road side. There were only benches which were uncomfortable for  
   elderly grandparents. Eva offered to enquire. 
   ACTION: Eva to look into having proper benches 
  e. Sandra noted that the play cone had been returned to its place having 
   been repaired. 
  f. Jean said that the junior footballers had left lots of rubbish - water bottles 
   particularly. Mick will speak with the football team on Saturday. 
  g. Jean asked if she could paint the fence near the steps. Wendy said she'd 
   help. Don to get the paint. 
  h. Eva completed10th parkrun and said what a great event it was for the 
   park and for people getting fit. Her time had improved week on week. 

 
Meeting concluded 8.24pm.  
 

5. Date of next meeting:  7pm Wednesday 2nd December (delayed Nov meeting)      
                                      


